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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6-9, 12-16, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakai et al. 

Re claim 1, Nakai et al discloses an apron for a front end of a motor vehicle, comprising a 
substantially C-shaped, unitary apron member (18) having a depending front portion (1 1), the 
apron member defining at least one integrally formed accessory attachment mount for mounting 
at least one engine accessory (a radiator) of the motor vehicle thereto, and a substantially C- 
shaped apron rail (26) attached to a top end of the apron member and configured for attachment 
to a bulkhead (9) of the motor vehicle. 

Re claim 3, the at least one accessory attachment mount comprises a plurality of openings 
(14) defined in the front portion. 

Re claim 4, Nakai et al. discloses an apron assembly for a front end of a motor vehicle, 
comprising a substantially C-shaped, unitary apron member having a depending front portion, 
the apron member defining at least one integrally formed accessory attachment mount; a 
substantially C-shaped apron rail attached to a top end of the apron member and configured for 
attachment to a bulkhead of the motor vehicle, and at least one engine accessory of the motor 
vehicle attached to the apron member at the at least one accessory attachment mount. 
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Re claim 6, the apron rail is configured for mechanical attachment (the holes at the ends 
of 18) to the bulkhead. 

Re claim 7, the at least one accessory attachment mount comprises a plurality of openings 
(14, 15) defined in the front portion. 

Re claim 8, the engine accessory is a radiator (2) and cooling fan (3) assembly and the 
accessory attachment mount is an opening defined in the front portion of the apron member, the 
radiator and cooling fan assembly supported in the opening. 

Re claim 9, the engine accessory is an air conditioning condenser (4) and the accessory 
attachment mount is an opening (15) defined in the front portion of the apron member, the air 
conditioning condenser supported in the opening. 

Re claim 12, fenders (attached at 9) are attached to the apron rail. 

Re claim 13, headlights (6) are attached to the front portion of the apron member. 

Re claim 14, Nakai et al. discloses a method of assembling an apron assembly for a front 
end of a motor vehicle, comprising the steps of: providing a unitary apron member having a 
depending front portion, the apron member defining at least one integrally formed accessory 
attachment mount; attaching an apron rail to a top end of the apron member, and attaching at 
least one engine accessory of the motor vehicle to the apron member at the at least one accessory 
attachment mount. 

Re claim 15, the engine accessory is a radiator and cooling fan assembly and the 
accessory attachment mount is an opening defined in the front portion of the apron member, the 
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method further comprising the step of supporting the radiator and cooling fan assembly in the 
opening. 

Re claim 16, the engine accessory is an air conditioning condenser and the accessory 
attachment mount is an opening defined in the front portion of the apron member, the method 
further comprising the step of supporting the air conditioning condenser in the opening. 

Re claim 19, the method includes the step of attaching fenders to the apron rail. 

Re claim 20, the method includes the step of attaching headlights to the front portion of 
the apron member. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakai. 

Re claims 2 and 5, Nakai discloses all the limitations of the claims, as applied above, 
except for the apron rail being made of aluminum. 



The use of aluminum is old and well known in the art. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to construct the rail for aluminum, since it has been held to be within the 
general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. 

5. Claims 10 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakai 
in view of Watters et al. 

Nakai discloses all the limitations of the claims, as applied above, except for a 
transmission oil cooler being supporting in the opening defined in the front portion of the apron 
member. 

Watters et al. teaches mounting a transmission oil cooler (1 1) on a radiator. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify an opening, such 
as that disclosed by Nakai, to have a transmission cooler mounted to the radiator and thus also in 
the opening, as taught by Watters et al., in order to cool the transmission fluid of the vehicle in 
case such additional cooling is required, as when towing a heavy load. , 

6. Claims 1 1 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakai 
in view of Simplicean. 

Nakai discloses all the limitations of the claims, as applied above, except for the engine 
accessory attachment mount being an integrally formed battery hold down, the battery supported 
in the battery hold-down. 

Simplicean teaches integrally forming a battery hold down in a vehicle and supporting 
the battery in the hold-down (column 6, lines 5-10). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify a vehicle 
attachment mount, such as that disclosed by Nakai, to be an integrally formed battery hold down 
which supports a battery, as taught by Simplicean, in order to provide a place for a necessary 
vehicle part in a place in which it is typically mounted in a vehicle. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason S. Morrow whose telephone number is (703) 305-7803. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00a.m.-4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (703) 308-3102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jason S. Morrow 
Examiner 

October 15, 2004 




